




















hubris to carry the mirror up to heaven, it is shattered and the glass
splinters fly throughout the world and settle in the eyes and hearts
of man such that they see only evil and their hearts become ice-like
clumps.'” Do not the seeds of true Myth reside in such myths? Is it
not because of man’s deadly wound and the splinter of evil in the
heart that God declares that the nations “will know that I am the
Lord” when “I will give you a new heart and a new spirit within
you; and I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give
you a heart of flesh”?"® And so men pray, “Thy Kingdom come,”
for it is only with His coming that the shadow shall vanish for all
eternity, and it is only through the invisible power awakened in
prayer that the deadly something of nothing can truly be over-
come. Such piety, which seems but foolishness to the world, is, as
Socrates reminds Phaedrus, the sort of “madness . . . given us by
the gods to ensure our greatest good fortune. It will be a proof that
convinces the wise if not the clever.”™

In his sermon on Matthew 11:25, Augustine urges his listeners
to

Turn thy attention from all men. What enemies then remain?

“Against principalities and powers of spiritual wickedness, the rul-

ers of the world.” It might seem as though he gave the devil and his

angels more than they have. . . . The world is full of those who love

it, and of unbelievers, over whom he is ruler. This the Apostle calls

darkness. This darkness the devil and his angels are the rulers of.

This is not the natural, and unchangeable darkness: this darkness

changes, and becomes light; it believes, and by believing is enlight-

ened. . . . For when ye were darkness, ye were not in the Lord: again,

when ye are light, ye are light not in yourselves, but in the Lord.

“For what hast thou which thou hast not received?” Inasmuch then

as they are invisible enemies, by invisible means must they be sub-

dued. A visible enemy indeed thou mayest overcome by blows; thy

invisible enemy thou conquerest by belief. A man is a visible enemy;

to strike a blow is visible also. The devil is an invisible enemy; to

believe is invisible also. Against invisible enemies then there is an

invisible fight.""?
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Socrates prays that the gods would grant that he “may be beautiful
inside.”" Augustine prays that God would heal us of our diseases
and be merciful to our sins."* Both realize the battle is within but
the hope of salvation is without. May we too pray that his rod and
staff comfort us as we too walk through the valley of the shadow
of death fearing no evil, for it is in the end nothing and He every-
thing.
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