

















expand its power as traditional civilization’s hierarchy of values
began to lose its vitality and as the corresponding old elites had to
withdraw from their gatekeeping roles. The oligarchic regime has
everything to gain from promoting the anti-historical, rationalistic
and more generally radical attitudes that made its emergence pos-
sible in the first place. It assuredly does not want a resurgence of
traditional Western civilization. It wants to head off any chance
that the abdicating old elites with their old, if fading, norms or
the more traditional elements of the general population might rise
up against the regime. Partly to weaken such potential opposition
they support the anti-traditional forces in academia, the media, the
arts, entertainment, politics and business. The oligarchy’s more
sophisticated leaders focus not merely on short-term gain but also
on maintaining long-term control. To the extent that they cannot
discredit or otherwise defuse opposition, they try to co-opt and
divert it.

To overcome obstacles to getting something done, people com-
bine, often in secret, with others who might help. Combination is
a part of all human life. The cultural deconstruction just described
is not centrally planned and operated by a few individuals, but
mutuality of interests does play a major role. It involves a large and
far from uniform alliance of like-minded people in which really big
finance plays a crucial role and steers resources.

Counteraction Free of Illusion

The old Western world brought this predicament on itself
by abandoning its hierarchy of values rather than creatively
rearticulating it in some stronger form. The perpetrators of decon-
struction are taking advantage of and aggravating a moral and
cultural transformation that has been underway for a very long
time. Identifying and blaming the most influential and perverse
of these agents, however important it may be, would not address
the fundamental problem, which is a lack of the spirit of humane
civilization. Only a moral, intellectual and aesthetic flourishing
could awaken this spirit, creatively adapt it to modern circum-
stances, restore a sound sense of priorities, and put business and
finance in their proper place. Trying merely to return to and to
repeat or imitate old standards and forms would be unavailing.
Given the scope and depth of the transformation of the West, ef-
fecting a marked change of direction would require great energy
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and creativity. Fresh, penetrating artistic vision is needed that can
inspire a reorientation of the imagination and spark new, perhaps
daring action. Also indispensable, though probably destined to be
less than efficacious in the absence of an artistic flourishing, would
be philosophical perspicacity regarding the nature of the problem
to be confronted. Reconstituting something like the old Western
aristocratic hierarchy of values would, in other words, take many
years.

But the Western world is in acute danger—morally, intellectual-
ly, aesthetically, politically, and economically. Flagrantly irrespon-
sible leaders, many of them wholly unknown to the public, are hid-
ing from the masses the seriousness of problems that may require
painful, even drastic change. People of great influence who recog-
nize the dangers will not risk their positions by speaking bluntly.
What remains of the old Western idea of civilized life is under
relentless attack by means ranging from cultural and intellectual
pollution, to politically correct multiculturalism and intolerance,
to the flooding of Western society with culturally alien immigrants
who further dilute allegiance to the old Western traditions.

The state of the Western world calls for emergency measures.
Audacious departures from conventional thinking may be neces-
sary. Standard “conservative” prescriptions for setting society
right can at best retard the process of decline. A basic prerequisite
for any realistic action, whether predominantly intellectual or
political, is to shed all illusions regarding the nature and scope of
the problem. Most immediately, defenders of civilization need to
find ways of alerting a still largely oblivious educated public to the
existence of a self-absorbed and increasingly tyrannical oligarchic
regime.
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